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 Approximately 24 million veterans in United States 

 

 1,000,000 in Pennsylvania 

 
 Allegheny County has the largest total population  

 Warren County the densest at 14% 

Commonwealth Office of Veterans Affairs, November 2010 
GAINS, 2008; RAND, 2008 

Pennsylvania Abstract Statistical Fact Book, 2008 
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 25% of the 103,788 veterans who visited VAs between 2001 
and 2005 received mental health diagnoses 

 

 VA reports depression and PTSD are most common  
mental health problems facing returning troops 

 

 20% of our military suffer from PTSD, compared to 8% of 
general population 

 

 

 
 
 

 

US Department of Veterans Affairs, 2008; Seal, et al, 2007; 
Johnson, 2007 
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 60% of returning Iraq and Afghanistan veterans screened 
positive for PTSD did not seek treatment 

 

 February 2008 study of US Army – 55% soldiers surveyed 
felt that their unit would treat them differently 

 

 Study by American Psychiatric Association – 6 in 10 
thought it would be harmful to career 

 



Rates of divorce are twice as high  among veterans with 
PTSD 
 

10-15% of homeless population is veterans 
 

2008 suicide rate is highest since started keeping 
records in 1980 
 

Self medicating with drugs and alcohol 

Department of Veterans Affairs, 2012; 
Kirk 2008 
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 Veterans diagnosed with PTSD 

 
  31% reported abuse or dependency on drugs 
  40% reported abuse or dependency on alcohol 

  
 12%-15% of returning service members screened 

positive for alcohol misuse 
 
 
 

Kirk, 2008; Milliken et al., 2007; Daniel, 2008 
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 In United States, 11.7% of jail population and 9.4% of 

prison population are veterans 
 

 Approximately 3,000 male and female military 
veterans are currently incarcerated in Pennsylvania 
Department of Corrections 
 

 Comparable numbers not readily available for jails 

GAINS, 2008; Greenberg & Rosenchek, 2008; Noonan & Mumola, 2007 
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 70% for non-violent crime 
 5% had prior arrests 
 20 % were in combat 
 1 in 5 was homeless 
 1 in 3 has serious mental illness  
 3 in 5 have substance dependence 

 
 
 
 

Department of Veterans Affairs 
Fact Sheet – February, 2009 



 Task Force formed in September, 2010 

 Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency 

 Mental Health and Criminal Justice Advisory Committee 





 ACT 176 2012 

Source: Pennsylvania Department of Transportation:  http://www.dmv.state.pa.us/militaryCenter/veterans-designation.shtml  - (8/4/14)  
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 Model of Adult Drug Court 

 First One – Lackawanna County 2009 

 Today 18 

 Team Approach 
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 Judge Michael Barrasse, Lackawanna County 

 John T. Adams, District Attorney, Berks County 

 Angela Fox-Holtzapple, York County Public 
Defender’s Office 

 Stephan Todd, U.S.Army Reserve Colonel, JAGC 
(Retired), Mentor Coordinator, Butler County 

 Kim Sapolis-Lacey, Veterans Justice Outreach 
Specialist, Wilkes-Barre VA 

 Robert O’Brien, Adult Probation, Allegheny County 

 Stephanie Landes, Veterans Court Coordinator, 
Montgomery County 

 

 




